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Abstract         Analysis of the dynamics of forest crime in the last two 
decades demonstrates the irresponsible attitude with which they were treated 
by environmental factors. Extensive exploitation of forests, intensive 
exploitation of land slope was accompanied by long-term destructive effects: 
landslides, erosion, salt lands, over-wet portions, creating true ecological 
imbalances. Currently timber thefts have increased Romania, like in the 
contemporary world, deeds that caused immense damage, both public 
property and private. Authorized state bodies are required to preserve and 
protect private and public property, using all methods and means at their 
disposal, including criminal offenses, to those who oppose these values. 
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The extent of forest crime in the last 20 years 

was of interest to specialists in a particular field of 

activity (forestry, judiciary) becomes a constant 

concern of the entire society. Attention was drawn to 

this phenomenon and the floods and landslides, 

especially in northern areas of the country; with often 

devastating effects on the local community and 

infrastructure have been made in disaster causation 

massive tree cutting in affected areas. 

Simultaneously in the southern areas of the 

country were reported over-dry trends and 

desertification as a result of the destruction of 

protective forest belts and illegal logging of entire 

forest bodies. Entering the public's attention and illegal 

logging of protected natural areas and tourist areas of 

the country, this led to the creation of negative image, 

both internally and externally, on forest management in 

Romania.  

 

Materials and Methods 
 

Authorized state bodies are required to 

preserve and protect private and public property, using 

all methods and means at their disposal, including 

criminal offenses, to those who oppose these values. 

As mentioned in the legislative - in the evolution of 

social life - sometimes unpredictable in some 

dimensions - social contexts that determine remodeling 

appear incriminating texts, cancellation or replacement 

or new attachment as if such provisions and forestry. It 

becomes increasingly clear that the legal rules 

governing criminal law offenses in the previous forest 

and even some of the existing one can not face the 

facts that had to punish them and would require the 

conduct of review. 

In criminal law there is today a large number 

of rules that describe the facts in any way affect 

different social relations. Due to the large number of 

them and that they are either in the Penal Code or 

special laws, the use of the Criminal Code as a means 

of protecting different social values is difficult and 

therefore ineffective. To overcome this shortcoming, it 

was necessary to undertake a systematization of rules 

in different laws. Damage caused by man on nature, 

especially lately, have triggered the alarm on the 

danger in which the environment, human efforts are 

channeled towards maintaining the natural balance. In 

maintaining this balance forest plays an important role. 

Therefore, it requires knowledge and understanding of 

the importance of forests as well as by the directions 

that follow them protection and defense of analyzing 

the Constitution of Romania, that is private property or 

public and both are guaranteed and protected by law. 

[2] 

On the other hand, the right of property 

compels to the observance of duties relating to 

environmental protection and insurance of good 

neighborliness and respect for other duties assigned by 

law or custom owner. The metaphor was born from the 

assessment mentioned special functions of forests and 

other forest land so that hardly recoverable natural 

wealth and as a means of maintaining ecological 

balance.  

In lowland areas, pressure on forests is driven 

by the need for fire wood and less for wood for 

industrial processing in the fact of lack of forest in 

these areas and the paradox of a higher capacity of 

recovery of sawn timber. This is reflected also on the 

operational situation, the facts of illegal cutting of trees 

and timber thefts are differentiated according to the 

immediate needs of people in the area or the presence 
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of a large round timber processing capacity, with 

consequential influence and crime segment of its 

recovery. Enforcement of restoration of forest land 

ownership has produced important changes in recent 

years over the ownership structure, to increase their 

owners. Thus, the area of 6,396,986 hectares 

representing national forest currently 4,234,135 

hectares of public forest land managed by the National 

Forest - Kerslake, and the difference of 2,162,851 

hectares are administrative-territorial units, people 

businesses and individuals. During the implementation 

of land laws, the concept of private ownership of 

forests was interpreted by much of the new owners 

incorrectly, causing them to perform the operation, in 

most cases without respecting the forest. 

The materials and methods lie in the actuality 

of the theme: 

- Shows the importance of maintaining 

ecological balance on a planetary scale. 

- Analysis of the political realities and 

requirements, existing economic and social at some 

point find their legal expression in the active substance 

in law; 

- The forest legislation is based on a new legal 

system, particularly the existence in the past, which 

imposed a study in the appropriate field. 

- Timber thefts have increased in the 

contemporary world, creating huge damage to both the 

public and private property. 

- Irresponsible attitude with which they were 

treated by environmental factors. Extensive 

exploitation of forests, intensive exploitation of land 

slope was accompanied by long-term destructive 

effects: landslides, erosion, salt land, etc. over-wet 

portions, causing ecological imbalances are true. As a 

research method we used: the logical method of 

analysis and synthesis. 

Understanding this crime, followed by taking 

effective measures to halt this trend towards increases 

in crime in this area can take place only in so far as it 

highlights the causes and conditions that generate and 

foster the commission of such offenses. The approach 

is even more useful at country level, in the first five 

months of 2010, compared with the same period of 

2009, and established a forest crime increased by 14%.  

Most forest crimes recorded in the first five 

months of 2010 were in the counties of:  Argeş - 361; 

Vrancea - 194; Bacău - 155; Harghita - 139;  Neamţ – 

152;  Sălaj – 131; Gorj – 129; Suceava - 121. [4] 

The largest share - 96% of all crimes in the 

forest - have cut crime, breaking, destruction, 

degradation or removal of roots, without right of trees, 

saplings and sprouts, and punishable offense under the 

provisions of art. 108 of Law no. 46 of 2008 and “theft 

of Forestry” provided for and punished by the 

provisions mentioned in art. 110, Law 46/2008. 

There are a number of causes that generate 

crime and enhance forest, analyzed and systematized in 

the content of work, including: 

1. Lack of a legislative framework that 

ensures effective protection of national forests. 

2. Lack of firmness of the court if the criminal 

responsibility of those guilty of crimes forest. 

3. Inadequate provisions of the legislation on 

the recovery of private ownership of land with forest. 

4. Failure to properly guard the national 

forest. 

5. Poor management at the National 

Administration of Forests and Forest county lines, in 

conjunction with serious acts of corruption and abuse 

in services. 

Due to very serious consequences they have 

on the environment, by committing such crimes, have 

taken measures to prevent and combat them must be 

very firm. Achieving this goal can only be done by 

applying a set of measures, legislative, administrative, 

economic, and social. We are not the only country 

facing the extent that it has taken in recent decades in 

the field of forest crime. Globally, annual grub is about 

13 million hectares of forest. This means that annually 

lose approximately forests with an area of Greek 

territory ultimate decades of the twentieth century.  

Analyzing the deeply poor state of forests in 

some regions of the Huns, has become more 

international solidarity for the preservation and 

development of these invaluable Walloon forests. 

There have been fired numerous warning signs, 

supported by international bodies under UN auspices to 

overcome this impasse, the measures more effective 

forest management worldwide. International meetings 

were held, global and regional and general statements 

are made and agreements signed into a favorable global 

context, above all, concrete action programs and even 

the rules agreed by all signatory countries. [2] 

Some of the most important meetings and 

statements and resolutions adopted till now are: 

1. The Conference regarding the Protection of 

Forests in Europe Ministerial. Strasbourg France, 

December 1990. 

2. World Forestry Congress in Paris in 

September 1991; 

3. United Nations Conference on Environment 

and Development. Rio de Janeiro. June. 1992; 

4. Ministerial Conference for the Protection of 

Forests in Europe. Helsinki. 1993; 

5. Ministerial Conference for the Protection of 

Forests in Europe. Lisbon. 1999; 

6. Ministerial Conference on the Protection of 

Forests in Europe held in Wien in April 30, 2003. [1] 

Romania is a country signatory of the 

declarations and adopted at these meetings, taking and 

adapting followed Pan-European criteria and indicators 

for sustainable forest management, forest conditions 

and national peculiarities. It was adopted as policy and 

strategy named “Forest Sector Development in 

Romania” (2001-2010). Analyzing the strategy 

adopted, it is obvious that the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Forests and Rural Development identified the main 
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problems now facing the forestry sector and its 

regulators that improperly private forest management, 

in relation to the application of Law no. 1/2000 for 

restoring the right of ownership over agricultural and 

forest land, as required under the provisions of Law no. 

18/1991 and Law no. 169/1997.  

In addition, the approach adopted strategy is 

focused beginning, as recommended all resolutions 

adopted at those conferences on sustainable forest 

management, which requires increased attention to 

environmental and social functions of forests, rather 

than economic ones. [4] Implementation remains 

problematic in this type of management practice, 

because the economic pressure is enormous. Generic 

legal object forest crime is constituted of: 

- regarding the peaceful use of social 

relationships and integrity national forests; 

- social relations on the environment, ecology 

and other values social. Particular legal object is 

related only to social relations certain activities 

regulated by law or a particular interest in forest. 

Subject material is directly related to an asset. 

Existence of subject material is required for the 

performance of requirements of text, for example: 

- Trees, seedlings or sprouts to be part of the 

national forest or on forest lands;  

- Trees, seedlings to be naturally occurring 

“on foot” (uncut); 

- Trees to be felled stolen or broken by natural 

phenomena; 

- Trees, seedlings or shoots have been cut or 

uprooted, or improper. 

Can be active subjects and forestry personnel 

responsible for failure to crimes and misdemeanors 

Forest crimes can be committed by one person or 

venture. Subject secondary liability may be natural or 

legal person property which is the book to land on 

offense or who has into such a field. The material 

element is in action: 

- No right to occupy all or part of forests and 

land. 

- Cutting, removal of roots, broken trees, 

saplings and sprouts; 

- The destruction by fire of large areas of 

forests land; 

- Prohibited from grazing in forest areas; 

- Destruction of junipers; 

- Forging hammer marked forestry. 

Some forestry crimes have alternative content 

in text being provided incriminating more, each - 

separately, can single material element of the crime 

such as cutting or removal of roots (32 of Ordinance 

96/1998), destruction, degradation or bringing feeling 

useless (Forestry Code Article 101). [3] When you are 

done several ways under the same text we are in the 

presence of one crime and not a contest. Immediate 

consequence is to abolish, change reality 

underlying shape of the substance situation premise.  

Causal link is demonstrated that the 

immediate consequence committed by criminal action 

or result of causes beyond the control him. Forestry 

crimes were committed with the intent of this both 

ways forms of guilt - direct and indirect intention. 

Therefore the result of actions that require offenders to 

undertake and pursues appropriate support their 

production. 

The rules do not provide for realization of 

incriminating facts that consider the existence of a goal 

or a mobile. Preparatory acts (acts preparatory) such as 

for example preparation tools (ax, jigsaw) vehicle 

(wagon, truck), displacement at committing the crime - 

though all these are part of the external phase crime, 

are not criminalized. Enforcement regime in Romanian 

law: criminal fines and imprisonment. [1] 

Unlike previous legislation, although it should 

be noted that the current candidate for improvements, 

constitute a legal instrument, able to tackle anti-social 

acts in this area and contribute to a better protection of 

forests, requiring management rules its repair and 

maintenance of protected forests, protection and 

exploitation of wood and other commodities. At the 

same time, the legal rules were drawn up regulations 

on both public property and national forest to private 

forest (since they are guaranteed and protected by the 

fundamental law of the state itself, in the Constitution) 

provisions regarding - addition to the administration, 

exploitation and conservation, and control the 

movement of wood materials and facilities to process 

logs into timber, including forest vegetation outside the 

forest.  

It has also been broadened scope of activities 

falling under the criminal provisions in relation to the 

mode of operation, the damage produced, the number 

and quality of the perpetrators, while committing 

crimes, etc. It should be borne in mind that currently 

can not talk about the forest as a "natural resource" 

whose reproduction is by the play of blind forces of 

nature. Understanding this, the success of activities is a 

prerequisite for the protection, defense, forest 

conservation and development. 

 

Results 
 

Results obtained from investigations lies in: 

1. Identifying the causes and conditions that favor 

the rise time’s forest crimes. 

2. The negative effects stemming from large areas 

of illegal logging forests, large-scale fires and other 

types of forest crime, questions create major 

international bodies, to the situation current and future 

ecosystem on our planet. 

3. Criminological Research of this type of criminal 

offense, give rise to conclusion that criminological 

factors were located at all levels, especially in 

individual and their relationship causal complexity of 

configuring 

specific types of criminal conduct. 
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4. It is argued that the newly introduced 

incriminating texts completion O.G. no. 96/1998, are 

exceptions to the Code of Forestry and bring an 

additional welfare. Reference text, reference and law 

remains the Forestry Code, can not exist in principle 

regulatory issues. 

5. Arguing that the Romanian legislature must 

provide for the punishment Forest incriminating text of 

the law, never to refer to the Criminal Code. [4] 

6. It suggests increasing the penalties for 

committing crimes forestry which presents a high 

degree of social danger and it is proposed to provide 

additional penalties, as are activities that harm fund 

forest. 

7. Develop measures to prevent and combat forest 

crime. 

8. Demonstration opportunity of legal and criminal 

procedures, adding them in one special law called the 

“Forest Code”, taking into account the individual 

characteristics that mark these facts. 

 

Conclusions 
 

1. From the results given in the paper among 

other things, that some crimes committed in the forest 

can be subject to reassessment of their content 

normative. 

2. Forest crimes are closely linked with other 

crimes - embezzlement, Tax evasion, corruption, 

falsification and forgery, money-laundering. - All 

which threatens the overall ownership and democratic 

values which requires the authorities to take prompt 

and effective measures to prevent and combat these 

phenomena. 

3. A new juridical Code should be adapted to 

regulations cover all forest regime and all crimes in 

this regime. [4] 

4. It is strictly necessary to establish the origin 

of wood to be sold and to provide a clear and rigorous 

regime movement of the timber and its accompanying 

documents, business private forestry.  

5. The same rules should also for cutting logs. 

For the removal of numerous illegalities committed in 

the sector in which damage to very large forest, as a 

sanction is imposed and forever prohibit the operation 

of the entity that committed a crime, and guilty 

individuals be denied forever conduct any commercial 

activity. Moreover, such sanctions have been in 

Romanian Commercial Code. 

6. Under terms of legislation should be noted 

that in the evolution of social life - unpredictable, 

sometimes in a certain size - you get the social contexts 

determined to repeal or incriminating texts remodeling 

replacement 

or adding new provisions also. 

7. It is necessary to clarify the situation as 

soon as the restitution of forests owners as a guard and 

administration and implementation of coherent private 

forest by specialized units. 

8. The sentence flourishing scientific quality 

are presented forestry legislation Currently, some 

formulas have not been, ignored and legislative 

solutions, thought it less successful, that its contents 

were reported. 

9. He also results and that it is necessary that 

legislation be adopted forest current socio-economic 

conditions that are specific period in Romania. Thus, a 

particular problem emerges in connection with the 

need for new provisions specific to Romanian society's 

current relations.  

10. Some views expressed to introduce the 

law of criminality ”Borrowed” to harmonize the 

Romanian legislation with the forest European 

Community regulations. 
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